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Zambia Workshop held to strengthen trade  

in Agricultural Inputs 
The IFDC / COMESA Policy Workshop on Strengthening Trad e in 
Agricultural Inputs in Africa, was held between 1-4  July in Lusaka, 
Zambia. 

The meeting covered four segments: 

1. African Agricultural Sector Development 

2. Trade Development Initiatives 

3. Global and Regional Input Markets 

4. Capacity Building and Private Sector Development 

The final session was devoted to “Group Discussions  and the Iden-
tification of Actions on Key Themes”, which include d: 

¨ Agricultural and trade policy and regulations 

¨ Capacity building 

¨ Regional integration      


A presentation was given by Les Hillowitz on the ha rmonization of 
the regulatory requirements for CPP’s. He also partic ipated in the 
working group covering the SADC Seed Harmonization Sch eme inso-
far as IPR covering “Plant Breeders Rights” and Safe Use / IPM under 
capacity building.                            
�������
�	����������	


USAID /PROFIT UPDATE 
At a recent meeting with USAID/PROFIT 
(Production Finance and Technology) – held in 
Lusaka, Zambia, a number of issues were dis-
cussed. Rob Munro, Senior Market Development 
Advisor; Mike Field; Private Sector Development 
Advisor, Reuben Banda; Field Operations Man-
ager and Les Hillowitz of CLAME attended the 
meeting. They exchanged ideas and opinions 
about the project and its scope. 

PROFIT is a 5 year project which terminates in 
April 2010. 

Scope of the project, - “private sector develop-
ment” is aimed at the agro-dealers, service    
providers etc, “to demonstrate to suppliers that 
there are ways to profitably supply and cater for 
the small holder sector” 

In the past 3 years the project has developed a 
network of approximately 800 “Village Technical 
Agents”, 200 “Application Experts” outside of 
cotton and approx 1000 within the cotton sector. 

The reason for the meeting was that the project 
is now at a stage where they need to certify the 
applicator contractors bringing with this the need 
for Safe Use training. This was seen as an op-
portunity necessary for CropLife Zambia as they 
are in desperate need to find a suitable partner / 
linkage to take their training initiative forward. 
The framing of a training programme was devel-
oped and will be handled by Herman Louw. The 
training took place on 28July. 

Rob Munro: rob@profit.org.zm 

Mike Field: mike@profit.org.zm 

Reuben Banda: reuben@profit.org.zm 
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Meeting with the Executive 
Committee of                             

CropLife Zambia. 

 

At the request of the new Chairman of CropLife 
Zambia the opportunity was taken to meet and 
address the ExCo of the National Association. 
The key subjects covered were “Stewardship, 
IPR / Counterfeiting” and the possible linkage 
to “PROFIT”. The meeting was both lively and 
enthusiastic.   
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Sprayer Certifier Training and Safe Use 
Workshop – Project “PROFIT” Zambia 

Nineteen delegates representing the crop protection industry in 
Zambia attended the sprayer certifier training and safe use 
workshop which was a Project PROFIT initiative. 

The content of the course included the following subjects: 

Module 1: Pesticide General Knowledge Base 

Module 2: Safety, Health & Environment 

Module 3: Maximum Residue Levels 

Module 4: Purchasing and Transportation of Pesticides 

Module 5: Storage of Pesticides 

Module 6: Working in the Field with Pesticides 

Module 7: Container and Waste Management 

Module 8: Training Skills Communication and Training Logistics 

The key issues covered in the workshop were: 

� What do we need to train farmers in terms of Safe Use? 

� What do we need to train spray service providers in terms of 
Safe Use and Certification 

Feedback from the Project “PROFIT” Management was  very 
positive with a request for a follow up session to be conducted 
during November 2008. 
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What  ‘PROFIT’ STANDS 
FOR… 

 

Promoting Financial   

Investments  and Transfers  
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The recent IPR’S and Anti Counterfeiting USAID-
USPOT Forum held in Bamako in Mali on the 2nd 
of July, was very well attended. 

About 160 participants including CropLife, govern-
ment bodies, judiciary authorities, the cosmetic, 
food, textile industry along with musicians,      
composers and the media all attended the event. 
The Malian Minister of Economy, Industry and 
Commerce opened the workshop in the presence 
of the Minister of Culture. The objective of the 
workshop was to: 

¨ Create awareness of the proliferation of   
counterfeit goods in the market. 

¨ Sensitize the economic impact, consumer 
safety and health risks associated with 
counterfeiting. 

¨ Engage administrative authorities and other 
stakeholders in counterfeiting. 

¨ Sensitize the contribution of IPRs in eco-
nomic growth and economic development. 

¨ Engage authorities and other stakeholders 
to aggressively promote IPR’s. 

On the second day, presentations, debates and 
panel discussions took place. The focus was on 
four important issues: 

1. Legislation in the sub-region: 

The African Organization of Intellectual Property, 
Organization Africaine de la Propiété Intellectuelle, 
AOPI, dealt with the importance of  IPRs in economic 
growth and development by using case studies from 
the USA, Europe and emerging economies. 

2. Trade Marks, Data Protection, Trade 

 Secrets and Copy Rights: 

These issues were discussed to find ways to attract 
and secure investment (mostly foreign) and to     
support innovations in these areas. 

3. The economic, social, technical, health and 
 safety impact: 

The impact and effects of circulating counterfeited 
goods in the market and the environmental threat of 
counterfeiting CPPs were highlighted. 

4. Contributions and Implication 

The need for training of customs and judiciary      
authorities was stressed. 

It was agreed that IPR’s / Anti Counterfeiting must be 
an integral part of government/state priorities. Poli-
cies must be promoted. Measures need to be consid-
ered to restrain forcefully counterfeiting and frauds.  

"�!������
������������	


)
%��*
��
���
����
����
��
����
+���!,
-�
.��'
��)
 
��"
�����������
/������
���!

���0
*���
���������� ��%��
���!
���
�%��'
�������
�

1�!"
�'
2�
���3���*�$'
4���
5'
-
�����
���

)
��
�� ��
�
&�����
/�����
���!

���0
��
������������

���� �
)�!�����������'
��
6�����!���

��
��!!�����


��������	��



�����
�������������������
���������
������������ �

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � � � �

�����������	
���
�
���
�������
�������� 


CropLife Senegal meets with  
Government Officials 

During July CropLife Senegal met in Dakar to initiate con-
tacts and seek cooperation from government. The presen-
tation was attended by I Dieye, President, Boubou Diaye, 
Secretary and A NDiaye of the     communications commit-
tee. Other attendees        included Georges Dieme of the 
Anti Counterfeiting Department and Customs; Bara Niang, 
National   Police Anti Counterfeiting Bureau and Sall 
Ndeye Adji DIOP, who represented Intellectual Property 
Service. After a brief presentation by CropLife Interna-
tional/Africa Middle East, the outcome agreed  was as fol-
lows: 

¨ A need for training of special agents for customs 
and police. 

¨ The joint organisation of sensitization and education 
workshops. 

¨ There is a need for communication and information 
exchange. 

¨ There will be a ministerial (Industry, Commerce, 
Agriculture) conference on IPRs from 4-6 Novem-
ber in Dakar, Senegal, under the patronage of 
President Wade. The African IPRs Day will be cele-
brated on September 13. 
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IPM/SU-RU 

ToT Facilitators Course 
Roger Yeboue, C� te d’Ivoire and Gisele Etoundi,   
Cameroon, participated in the special training course 
for facilitators which was held in Nairobi, Kenya. A 
positive evaluation from the IFDC facilitator, M    
Dohmen, was given on both participants. They will 
both be used for ToT facilitation and training activities 
within the hub.       "�!������
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SU of cotton insecticides in            
Burkina Faso 

Two one-day training sessions were conducted by 
Drabo Aboulaye who in turn was trained at the re-
cent “Special” ToT course. The objective was to opti-
mise the efficiency of insecticide treatment by: 

¨ Correctly calibrating equipment. 

¨ Minimising the risk of ‘on-farm’ poisoning. 

¨ Ensuring safe storage of pesticides on farms. 

¨ Protecting the environment. 

Sixty-nine participants from 10 cotton producing ar-
eas, including trainers, agronomists, managers, 
storekeepers and liaison agents attended the course.                   
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New Pesticide Regulations    
in Jordan 

In July the ministry of Agriculture of Jordan 
issued a set of regulations governing the    
registration, formulation, importation and  
distribution of pesticides in Jordan. 

The new regulations have put into force new 
instructions and procedures: 

Pesticides eligible for registration in Jordan 
are those supplied from countries with      
advanced registration systems. These    
countries are defined as countries with           
integrated systems for pesticide registration 
comprising all standard pesticide tests,     
including toxicity tests and studies. 

If the pesticide is supplied from countries  
outside the category, the registrant must   
provide an authenticated certificate of       
registration of the product at the same       
concentration issued from any of the EU 
countries and Japan, Australia or Canada. 

The active ingredient must be produced by a 
manufacturing company  licensed to produce 
the active ingredients. 

Formulators are obliged to provide evidence of 
the source of the active ingredient by providing 
an authenticated document issued by the     
concerned authority and supported by a       
certificate of analysis of the active ingredient. 

Formulators are further obliged to provide a  
certificate of analysis with each pesticide      
consignment, providing the specifications of the 
active ingredients. The manufacturing company 
and the formula must conform to the             
parameters accepted by WHO and FAO or any 
other international organization accredited to 
the Ministry of Agriculture. 

Importers and registrants will be given a grace 
period of one year from the date of publication 
of these regulations in the official Government 
Gazette, to comply with the stipulated           
requirements for pesticides which have already 
been registered. In the case of non-compliance, 
the product will be deregistered. 

 

These categories will not be granted        
registration in Jordan: 

¨ Pesticides already banned in Jordan. 

¨ Pesticides banned in the country of ori-
gin. 

¨ Pesticides containing carcinogenic or             
mutagenic substances.                                                                            
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Uganda Cabinet passes historic              
Biotech policy 

The Uganda Cabinet has passed the National  Biotechnology 
and Biosafety Policy 2008, removing a  major obstacle in the 
development of a vibrant biotechnology industry. 

Stakeholders in technology say the passage of the policy 
and expected enactment into law is a breakthrough into a 
promising future for the country and the East African         
sub-region. 

The adoption of the policy paves the way for a set of laws 
that will guide research and development in biotechnology 
crops and products. 

For several years, concern has been voiced by a cross    
section of Ugandans about the safety of introducing modern 
technology and utilization of products derived from using the 
science. In particular the expected products of immediate 
concern include genetically engineered agricultural food 
products. 

At the cabinet meeting, the Minister of State, stressed the 
importance of the policy, arguing that biotechnology as an 
instrument in poverty eradication, improvement of health 
care as well as food security. Industrialization and  protection 
of the environment would also be enables by beneficial    
utilization of the policy. 

“The approval of the biotechnology policy is critical, since the 
country has already established a modern National Agricul-
tural Biotechnology Centre. Here genetic modification of  
bananas and other crops is being conducted by Ugandan 
scientists, for the resistance to diseases and pests”, said the 
minister.  

Uganda ‘Chasing Kenya in                 
Biotech Development’ 

 
Kenya is leading the East African region in the develop-
ment and application of modern biotechnology; a number 
of crops including Genetically Modified cotton, maize, 
sweet potatoes and cassava have been developed and 
tested in Confined Field Trials (CFT). 

Kenya also developed and approved the National Biotech-
nology Development Policy two years ahead of Uganda; 
but analysts now say that “Uganda is chasing Kenya in  
biotech development and could have appropriate laws by 
end of 2008”. 

Currently, in Uganda, only Makerere University offers   
biotechnology-related courses, within a wide scope of 
other biology-based disciplines. According to Mr. Arthur 
Makara of the UNCST, Uganda has a national biotech 
infrastructural capacity consisting of five moderately 
equipped laboratories. 
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ROLE AND FUNCTIONS 
OF THE NEW                  

EXECUTIVE  PRESIDENT 
Whilst the role and functions of Rudolf 
Guyer as the Executive President are still 
being finalized, he has already made a 
start by harmonizing the email addresses 
for the operational team. With immediate 
effect the following email addresses are 
now operative. 

Rudolf Guyer  (Executive President)                        
rudolf@croplifeafrica.org 

Ali Mohd Ali              
ali@croplifeafrica.org 

Bama Yao                 
bama@croplifeafrica.org 

Les Hillowitz             
les@croplifeafrica.org 

The old addresses used by Ali, Bama and 
Les will remain active for the  foreseeable 
future. 
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Free trade area to boost  
SADC economies  

Twelve  southern-African nations set up a free 
trade area to bolster the regional exchange of 
goods and economic integration for a market 
of 247 million people and an economy worth 
more than $430 billion. The accord was made 
at the annual summit of the 15-nation South-
ern African Development Community (SADC) 
in Johannesburg, South Africa. The free trade 
area “required a lot of compromise to made 
on a  number of sensitive issues”, including 
requiring member states to relinquish some of 
their sovereignty, said Tomas Salomao, the 
SADC’s executive secretary. The agreement 
will make “SADC an attractive area for doing 
business”.   

 

NEWS REPORT 
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