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Deputy Minister Monir Bou Miswar, Conference Patron 

ali@croplifeafrica.org 

Regional Coordinator leading the conference sessions 
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La conférence annuelle de CropLife Afrique Moyen Orient s’est tenue à l’hôtel Karthago Le Palace de Tunis, sous le 

parrainage de S.E le Ministre de l’Agriculture de la République de Tunisie. La conférence a été organisée en partena-

riat avec l’Organisation Arabe pour le Développement Agricole.et l’Association Tunisienne de la Protection  des Plan-

tes. 

Les participants à la conférence représentaient les autorités réglementaires en charge de la gestion des pesticides 

dans les pays d’Afrique du Nord et du Moyen Orient, ainsi  que des représentants d’associations nationales de l’indus-

trie de 12 pays de la région. Des Experts en réglementation des multinationales représentant l’industrie de la Science 

des Végétaux ont apporté un appui technique lors des débats. 

Le Coordinateur Régional de CropLife Afrique Moyen Orient  Ali Mohamed Ali, a conclu par des recommandations sur 

les mesures pour combattre les contrefaçons et le commerce illicite des pesticides dans les pays de la région et des 

mesures pour promouvoir les droits de propriété intellectuelle sur les produits de protection des plantes. 

L’atelier annuel des autorités réglementations faisait partie intégrante de la conférence; elle a conclu ses travaux par 

des recommandations pour renforcer le processus d’harmonisation des réglementations sur les pesticides dans la ré-

gion. 

Dr Rudolf Guyer, President Exécutif de CropLife Afrique Moyen Orient  et Michel Chartouni,  Vice President en charge 

de l’Afrique et Moyen Orient ont promis de poursuivre l’appui de l’organisation à la région dans les domaines des régle-

mentations phytosanitaires, des programmes de stewardship, de la formation pour l‘utilisation sécurisée des pesticides 

et la promotion de la lutte intégrée. 

ali@croplifeafrica.org 
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During the annual conference in Tunis, CropLife AME or-
ganized an award ceremony where awards of competence 
were presented to the National Associations of the sub-
region of North Africa Middle Ease including CropLife 
Egypt, CropLife Emirates, AMATPA (Jordan), KTU 
(Kuwait), ASPLANTE (Lebanon), CropLife Morocco, Crop-
Life Saudi Arabia, SAGA (Sudan), CropLife Syria, ATPP 
(Tunisia) and CropLife Yemen.   

 

Regional Coordinator, Ali Mohamed Ali explained that 
these awards were bestowed on the National Association 
as a gesture of appreciation for their unique commitment 
and dedication in driving the industry initiatives in the sub-
region. 

 

The organization also paid tribute to industry experts who 
have provided technical and professional support to the 
entire region in various domains of activities.  Tribute 
shields were awarded to: 

  

  
Akiya Takesako  Halima Itani  

 
Michael Studer  Wolfgang Roesch 

 
  Juerg Herzog  Philippe Cattan 
   
  D’Arcy Quinn  Keith Jones  
 
  Rudolf Guyer  Marion Beckmann 
 
  Salem Ellouzi  Gabor Mehn   
 
  Markus Diehl  Chris Waller 
 
  Eva Erisgen 
 
Dr. Said Abdella, training specialist of CropLife Egypt, re-
ceived an award in appreciation of his regional training 
achievements, while Ali Boudifa, registrar of Algeria received 
an award in appreciation of his long lived commitment to the 
regional regulatory initiative.  

ali@croplifeafrica.org 
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En marge de la Conférence annuelle à Tunis, CropLife Afrique Moyen Orient a organisé une cérémonie de récom-

penses pour mérite aux associations nationales de la division Afrique du Nord Moyen Orient. Ainsi on été récom-

pensées CropLife Egypte, CropLife Emirates, AMATPA (Jordanie), KTU (Kuwait), ASPLANTE (Liban), CropLife 

Maroc, CropLife Arabie Saoudite, SAGA (Soudan), CropLife Syrie,  ATPP (Tunisie) et CropLife Yemen. 

 

Le Coordinateur Régional Ali Mohamed Ali a expliqué que ces récompenses traduisaient la reconnaissance aux 

associations pour leur engagement et dévouement uniques à conduire les initiatives de l’industrie dans la région. 

 

CropLife a par ailleurs rendu hommage aux experts de l’industrie qui ont apporté un appui technique et profession-

nel  à toute la région Afrique moyen Orient dans des domaines d’activités variés. Des trophées ont été remis à 

Akiya Takesako, Michael Studer, Juerg Herzog, D’Arcy Quinn, Rudolf Guyer, Salem Ellouzi, Markus Diehl, Eva 

Industry Experts receiving their awards 
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The Executive Committee (ExCo) of CropLife Africa Middle East held its fourth scheduled meeting for 2008 follow-
ing the annual  and regulatory workshops in Tunis. 
 
Held under the Chairmanship of President Pierre Flye and Executive President Rudolf Guyer, the meeting ad-
dressed a wide agenda including  budgetary, legal and  communication issues. 
 
The activity plans for the 2009 were approved by the ExCo team together with the regional operational budget. 
 
Updates on progress of stewardship activities were reviewed and specific activities have been designed in line with  
the  organisation's strategic  priorities. A comprehensive review of  the progress of  the   Africa    Stockpiles   Pro-
gramme was concluded with 7 country projects launched in phase(1) of the project.  Safe-guarding projects have 
been initiated in a number of countries on a region wide basis.  

Other stewardship priorities related to IPM. The International Code of Conduct roll-out was addressed, and related 
activities approved. 

Sub-regional plans on training activities in 2009 were discussed and approved with the focus on capacity building,     
sectoral training and the roll-out of the newly designed IPM course. 

Specific actions to disseminate the organisation's IPR toolkit were summarised and measures to drive anti-
counterfeiting activities were also covered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Le Comité Exécutif de CropLife Afrique Moyen Orient a tenu sa quatrième réunion annuelle pour l’année 2008 à la suite à 

l’atelier de la Division Afrique du Nord Moyen Orient. 

Placé sous la coprésidence de Pierre Flye et Rudolf Guyer, respectivement président et président exécutif, la réunion a 

abordé divers sujets portant sur le budget, les questions légales et la communication. Les plans d’actions de même que le 

budget 2009 ont été adoptés par le Comité Exécutif. 

L’actualisation des activités stewardship a été conduite, et des activités specificiques ont été conçues en rapport avec les 

priorités stratégiques de l’organisation. Un aperçu détaillé sur le Programme Africain de Stocks Pesticides obsolètes a été 

conduit par rapport aux 7 pays de la Phase1 du projet. Des projets de securisation ont été initiés pour un certain nombre 

de pays. D’autres activités stewardship portant sur la lutte intégrée, tout comme la dissémination du code international de 

conduite et les activités s’y afférant ont été approuvées. 

Les programmes d’activités de formation subrégionaux adoptés portent sur le renforcement de capacité, la formation sec-

torielle et la dissémination des cours en lutte intégrée. 

Des actions spécifiques pour disséminer les outils de droits de propriété intellectuelle 

Et les mesures de lutte contre les contrefaçons ont été également discutées. 

 

ali@coplifeafrica.org 
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La réunion du Comité Exécutif à Tunis a vu la nomination de 3 nouveaux membres dans la catégorie des multinationa-

les pour l’actuel mandat qui court jusqu’en 2010. Il s’agit de: 

Eric Babedette (Arysta LifeScience) 

Eric Bureau (Bayer CropScience) 

Gabor Mehn (BASF) 

Les 3 nouveaux membres qui vont assumer leur responsabilité immédiatement ont été chaleureusement accueillis. Le 

President Exécutif RG a indiqué que les nouveaux élus représentaient une importante « value ajoutée » au Comité 

Exécutif  en vertu de leur  grande expérience et connaissance de la région. 

 

ali@croplifeafrica.org 

 

The Executive Committee Meeting in Tunis saw the appointment of 3 new company members as directors on 
ExCo for the current term operating until June 2010. 
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The 3 new directors will assume their responsibilities with immediate effect and were warmly welcomed.  Executive 
President, Rudolf Guyer, stated that the new appointees represent tremendous added value to ExCo by virtue of 
their vast experiences and unique knowledge of the region�� 
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L-R Eric Bureau, Eric Barbedette,  

Gabor Mehn 
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AgriBusiness Fair 
 
CropLife’s participation at the first Agribusiness 
Fair was a real success as it took advantage of 
meeting the large number of planters, commer-
cial producers and individuals attending the 
event. Some 20,000 visitors were recorded 
during the four days and many visited the 
CropLife stand. Overall, the event presented an 
excellent opportunity for CropLife to be intro-
duced to the different stakeholders in the in-
dustry and to get our message across on stew-
ardship. 

�

CropLife Mauritius Focused on Two Core Activities 

L-R Clifford Dove, President of CropLife Mauritius and Serge L’Ecluse Executive Secretary of 
the Association 

TOT Training 
Our new Master Trainer, Solofonirina 
Raberahona, conducted a five day 
Training of Trainers program in Mau-
ritius 6 - 10 October 2008. The train-
ing took place at the Regional Train-
ing Centre, Reduit.  
 

Twelve participants were selected 
from government, private sector and 
NGO’s by CropLife Mauritius. All par-
ticipants hold senior positions in their 
respective organizations and are 
regularly involved in training activities 
among farmers. 

CropLife Mauritius now has a pool of 
21Master Trainers who can be called 
upon to assist in stewardship pro-
grams   

Ten participants were granted a cer-
tificate of competency. This was the 
second Training of Trainers’ Course 
organized in Mauritius over the past 
three years and CropLife Mauritius 
now has a pool of 21 Master Trainers 
who can be called upon to assist in 
stewardship programs 

The Participants at the TOT Training together with Management of CropLife Mauritius 

les@croplifeafrica.org 
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10 Years of GM crops in South Africa 

 
The 2007/08 season was the tenth in which GM products have been cultivated in South Africa. The area under GM 

maize, soya and cotton has increased to 1.8 million ha. Maize leads with 1.6 million ha – 33% more than in the previ-

ous season. Almost 60% of the maize cultivated is genetically modified.  According to the figures of the last nine years 

GM maize had been grown cumulatively on 4.5 million ha. 

 

South Africa is the only country on the African continent where GM crops are produced commercially. Egypt will em-

bark on the commercial production of GM maize this season. 

 
10 Ans de Culture de Plantes issues d’OGM 

La campagne agricole 2007/08 était la dixième année consécutive durant laquelle les plantes issues d’OGM ont été 

cultivées en Afrique du Sud. La superficie affectée à la culture de plants OGM de maïs, soja et coton on t augmenté 

de 1, 8 millions d’ha. Le maïs est en tête avec 1,6 millions d’ha, soit 33% de plus que la saison précédente. Environ 

60% des superficies de maïs sont affectées aux OGM. Selon les statistiques des neuf dernières les maïs OGM ont été 

cultivés cumulativement sur 4.5 millions d’ha. 

L’Afrique du sud est le seul pays du continent africain où les cultures OGM sont commercialisées. L’Egypte avec le 

maïs OGM et le Burkina Faso avec le coton transgénique emboitent le pays. 

les@croplifeafrica.org 

Opening session of the Congress  featuring ABSF’s Norah Olembo giving the welcome address 
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In late September, CropLife International’s Deb Carstoiu and Craig Rickard attended the 1st All African Congress on Bio-

technology in Nairobi. The Congress, hosted by the African Biotechnology Stakeholders Forum (ABSF), the Agricultural 

Biotechnology Network in Africa (ABNETA), and the African Union’s (AU) Division of Agriculture and Food Security, was 

attended by over 140 international delegates and 300 participants from Kenya’s biotechnology sector.  

  

The Congress, which was sponsored by CropLife International, featured keynote speakers from Kenya’s Ministry of Agri-

culture and Kenya’s National Council for Science and Technology (NCST).  The five-day Congress featured poster pres-

entations from scientists on research currently being conducted, as well as field visits to local research institutes and field 

trials.   

 

CropLife was a sponsor of the conference which was attended by 140 international delegates and 300 participants from 

Kenya’s biotech sector. A CropLife reception was held with invitations sent to the key African stakeholder groups. Pro-

gress in the acceptance of plants of biotechnology has increased dramatically in the past two years and the objective was 

how to best move forward in an environment more conducive to the solutions plant biotechnology can offer.  For more 

information, contact Craig Rickard at craig@croplife.org  

les@croplifeafrica.org 

 

 

Deb Carstiou et Craig Richard de CropLife International ont participé récemment au tout premier congrès de toute l’Afri-

que sur la biotechnologie. Le Forum Africain des Acteurs de Biotechnologie (African  Biotechnology Stakeholders Forum, 

ABSF), le Réseau de Biotechnologie Agricole en Afrique (   ) et le Département de l’Agriculture et de la Sécurité Alimen-

taire de l’Union Africaine ont été l’hôte du congrès, lequel a vu la participation dd e 140 délégués internationaux et 300 

participants du secteur de la biotechnologie du Kenya. 

 

Le congrès sponsorisé CropLife International a vu le discours d’orientation du Ministre Kenyan de l’Agriculture et du 

conseil national pour la science te la technologie du Kenya (National Council for Science and Technology, NCST). Les 5 

jours du congrès on été par ailleurs meublés avec des présentations de posters sur les activités de recherche scientifique 

des essais en cours, tout comme des visites des  les instituts de recherche. 

 

Une réception a été offerte par CropLife International aux participants pour marquer les récents progrès immenses d’ac-

ceptation des plantes biotechnologiques ces 2 dernières années, l’objectif étant d’évoluer vers un environnement propice 

aux solutions que la biotechnologie végétale peut offrir.  craig@croplife.org 

African Associations Hold First Congress on Biotechnology 

Premier Congrès des Associations Africaines sur la Biotechnologie 
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Ethiopia hosts the 2008 Africa Stockpiles Programme  Forum  
 

Programme Africain de Stocks de Pesticides Obsolète s  
L’Ethiopie accueille le Forum 2008. 

 
 
Participants from 12 countries and more than 20 other organisations attended the ASP Third Stakeholder’s Fo-
rum in Addis Ababa from 15 -18 October. The Forum was opened by Dr. Abera Deressa, State Minister of Agri-
culture with supporting addresses from Mr Edward Dwumfour, World Bank, and Mr Peter Kenmore, FAO. 
 
Day 1 of the Forum was devoted to status reports from country and partner organizations. Steady progress with 
implementation is being made in most countries although projects are generally behind the anticipated timeline. 
A number of accelerating measures are being put in place by the World Bank. In a departure from the current 
ASP implementation model, the ASP in South Africa is moving to a sustainable solution for the management of 
obsolete and unwanted pesticides based on experience drawn from overseas schemes, particularly those oper-
ated by independent agencies in close collaboration with industry.  
 
Day 2 of the Forum focussed on the prevention of obsolete stocks. In his opening remarks, Chris Waller from 
CropLife International drew attention to the ongoing problems arising from the uncoordinated supply of locust 
insecticides purchased during major locust outbreaks and their potential to increase significantly the obsolete 
stocks burden in Africa. He also highlighted the new obsolete stock problem being created by the quantity of ille-
gal and counterfeit products in circulation in some African countries, a view supported by country participants at 
the Forum. 

 

L – R:  Fikre Markos, MOA; His Excellency Dr. Abera Deressa, Minister of State;  Edward Dwumfour, World Bank;  Peter Kenmore, FAO. 

chris.waller@obstocks.co.uk 
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SADC Food Safety – Capacity Building on Residue Con trol Project 

 
SADC- Sécurité Sanitaire des Aliments   

Renforcement des Capacités pour le Contrôle des Rés idus 
 

CLAME participated at the inaugural meeting of the stakeholders within the project owing to the SEARCH Harmoniza-
tion Initiative. The agricultural sector is one of the key sectors within SADC.  Although important, it is well known that 
the SADC countries fail to meet WTO standards, fail to be effective in meeting international standards and fail to meet 
MRL standards. These failures result in loss of market access. 
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The SADC project, “SADC Food Safety – Capacity Building on Residue Control Project” is designed to promote       
regional trade by harmonizing food safety measures.  The project is a 4 year term, is EU funded, and is a combined 
effort between SADC and the EU. 

The project was implemented In April 2008. Between June 2007 - April 2008 background preparation was completed 
and Dr Antoine Kabwit Nguz and Hugo Hays joined SADC in April 2008 to coordinate the project. 
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* harmonize registration and management of crop protection products (CPP’s) and veterinary medicines (VM’s) 

* �$��
#�����������
����	

�������
�  

* ���������������%��	���	���	��%  

* raise awareness = capacity building 

 

CropLife Ethiopia 

 

Whilst participating at the recent ASP Forum Meet-
ing in Addis Ababa, the opportunity was taken to 
engage with the National Association, CropLife 
Ethiopia 

Anteneh Kassa, President of CropLife Ethiopia with Rudolf Guyer Execu-
tive President of CLAME 

� les@croplifeafrica.org 
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bama@croplifeafrica.org 

STEWARDSHIP & SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE  

� TRAINING OF TRAINERS (Nigeria) 
A Training of Trainers course took place 27-31 October 

in Lagos, Nigeria.   

The objective of the course was to improve the facilita-

tion skills of trainers  as well as to build up a pool of ac-

credited trainers. 

The course was facilitated by Joseph Obagwu . 

All nine participants successfully completed the session 

and received  Certificates of Competence. Executives of 

CropLife Nigeria called on the new trainers to cascade 

down this training and to submit regular reports to the 

association and the training facilitator, so as to add value 
to their certificates. 

All 43 participants passed the evaluation test and received a certificate of competence. The session was organized 
under the patronage of the Ministry of Agriculture and co-funded by CropLife Côte d’Ivoire together with a govern-
ment fund for a trainingship program (Fonds de Développement de la Formation Professionnelle, FDFP).   

 
Formation en cascade �CropLife Côte d’Ivoire �




CropLife Côte d’Ivoire vient d’effectuer une deuxième session de formation à l’intention de 43 revendeurs, applicateurs et 
prescripteurs de pesticides agricoles. La formation de 5 jours qui visait à renforcer les capacités des participants pour 
une gestion saine et responsable des pesticides sous la présidence du Ministère de l’Agriculture et en collaboration avec 
le fonds de developpement de al formation professionnelle (FDFP).�

The nine participants proudly presenting their certificates of competence  

(courtesy of CropLife Nigeria)  

 

Cascade Training (CropLife Côte d’Ivoire) 
A five day cascade Training was held in October with the objective being to build capacity on the key issues facing 
dealers. Topics presented were:  

Legislation on Pesticides Counterfeiting, Frauds and Impacts Labels and Pictograms 

Good Agricultural Practices Transportation and Storage of CPP's Toxicity of Pesticides 

 
Stewardship et Agriculture Durable 
Formation des Formateurs (Nigeria)  

 

9 facilitateurs de ont été formés et ont reçu leur attestation d’accréditation par CropLife Nigeria en vue de faciliter de for-
mation, élargissant ainsi le pool de formateurs disponibles dans le pays. 



�����������	
���
�
���
�������
�������� 

�

� � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 	 � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � 	 � � 	
� � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � 	

� �  � 	 $ � 	

�/"!01���
�� �1�*�������
�"�����

�

 Future Anti-Counterfeiting (AntiCFT) Committee in Côte d’Ivoire 
The recent presentation to the pesticides registration committee on counterfeiting by the president of CropLife Côte d’Ivoire led to 
regular meetings between CropLife Côte d’Ivoire and the Anti Counterfeiting Committee (AntiCFT). The outcome of these meetings 
is the future setting up of the AntiCFT Committee. The working groups (Legal status of the committee, Training & Communication, 
Repressions) have submitted their recommendations to be validated during a workshop in few weeks before launching the commit-
tee. 

Création Future d'un Comité Anti-Contrefaçons (Anti CTF) Côte d’Ivoire  

CropLife Côte d'Ivoire envisage, avec l'appui du Comité Pesticides, la création d'un comité pour la lutte contre les contrefaçons et le 
commerce illicite des pesticides. Les commissions de travail mises en place pour étudier la faisabilité de création d'un tel comité ont 
remis leurs recommendations lesquelles devraient  être adoptées sous peu au cours d'un atelier regroupant les  principaux ac-
teursde la filière des pesticides. 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY: Combating Anti-Counterfeitin g on pesticides  
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Three southern and east African regional bodies have decided to merge into a single large free trade area, creating a 
market of 26 nations, with a population of 580 million and a combined gross domestic product of $650 billion. 

The Southern African Development Community (SADC), the Common Market for Eastern Southern Africa (COMESA)  
and the East African Community (EAC) made this decision at a summit in late October. 

It would place the 26 member nations in a stronger position to respond effectively to intensifying global economic com-
petition and begin to overcome the challenges posed by multiple memberships of regional organisations. 

The merger would address the major problem of overlapping membership as eight of SADC’s member nations are 
members of COMESA as are two members of the EAC. 

COMESA was due to create a customs union in two months time and SADC in 2010. 

Major African Merger on the Cards 

Contributors: 

Ali Mohamed Ali (North Africa Middle East) 

ali@croplifeafrica.org 

Bama Octave Yao (West-Central Africa) 

bama@croplifeafrica.org 

Les Hillowitz (East-Southern Africa) 

les@croplifeafrica.org 




bama@croplifeafrica.org 


