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Egyptian APC delegates in Cairo joint meeting with CropLife  

The theme of the workshop was “Obsolete Pesticides and          
Container Management -Moving towards Sustainable So lutions ” 

 

Key Objectives of the Workshop were : 

* To discuss and exchange views on Obsolete Pesticides and  
Container Management as well as other key result areas and 
global priorities.  

* To guide and provide tools to the national associations for their 
activities. 

* To strengthen and explore ways for developing alliances and 
cooperation. 

  

51 participants were at the workshop representing the following:  

* National associations (Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Mali, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Burkina Faso)  

* Member companies (Arysta LS, BASF, Bayer CS, Dow AS, 
DuPont and Monsanto), and SCPA/SIVEX. 

* Executive Committee (E. Bureau, President & R. Guyer,     
Executive President), 

* Hub Coordinators and M. Dohmen (Association Specialist). 

* IFDC/MIR Plus (G. Dimithè, Project Coordinator and              
M. Atouga)   

* GTZ/Cocoa Livelihoods Program.  

Left - participants with the MoA Cabinet Officer at the opening ceremony , Right - the Minister of Agriculture at the closing session  

Above & Below: Images of Bamako, Mali 
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WCA HUB WORKSHOP:  

“Obsolete Pesticides and Container Management: Movi ng towards Sustainable Solutions” 

Presentations and subsequent discussions focused on: 

* The CleanFarms Initiative: Ongoing programmes on Container Management and Safeguarding Projects.                        
This included:- inventory, safe storage of obsolete pesticides and associated wastes, the collection for recycling and     
disposal of  “on farm” containers. It was noted that the latter requires  public-private cooperation and a legal framework for 
designing and implementing the specific programs.   

* Protection of Regulatory Data and a Global Core Framework for the establishment of enforceable regulations to stimulate 
and secure innovations in the plant science field.  

* Counterfeiting and Illegal Trade of Pesticides:  This activity negatively impacts on food security, man and the environment.  
Counterfeiting and illegal trade is becoming more organized and the threat  is growing in the sub-region and around the 
world. Combating this “crime” should include the “Know your Costumer” approach and the involvement of major          
stakeholders and law enforcement agencies such as Interpol who will be organizing a workshop in May in Dakar.  

* Stewardship at regional and global levels to maximize benefits and minimize risks in the use of CPP’s. 

* Communication:  The importance of using the right tools and core messages to tackle the issues and convey the right   
message to the public at large. 

* KPI’s represent an important tool to report on progress and on which to measure against.  Feedback on the 2008 Base 
Line document and the need for the 2009 stewardship inputs were covered. 

* Skills needed in designing and submitting Project Proposals for Funding: Examples are the USAID/ATP , an ongoing    
project supported with a MoU  and the upcoming GTZ Business Services Centers (BSC). Both aim at increasing            
agricultural productivity and the livelihoods of farmers in the sub-region.        

* Reports and Action Plans of national associations were discussed and the progress made acknowledged. 

Participants conducting an exercise to identify stakeholders  

Bama Yao, WCA Hub Coordinator addressing 
participants on the outcome of  the workshop 
in the presence of Eric Bureau and  Rudolf 
Guyer, executives of CropLife AME and Sable 
Diarra of CropLife Mali 
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WCA HUB WORKSHOP 

“Pesticides Obsolètes et Gestion des Emballages: En visager des Solutions Durables” 

The closing  ceremony chaired by the Minister of Agriculture (3rd from left) ,was well covered by the lmedia. 

Tel était le thème de l’atelier de la Division Afrique de l’Ouest et Centrale dont les objectifs étaient de: 

* Discuter et les échanger sur des stratégies à envisager pour éviter l’accumulation de tels stocks et la collecte, la destruction 
et le recyclage des emballages vides, ainsi que sur les autres priorités stratégiques globales;  

* Guider les associations nationales pour la conduite de leurs activités; 

* Renforcer et explorer les possibilités de coopération avec d’autres organisations/institutions…   

L’atelier a enregistré 51 participants représentant: 

* les associations nationales du Cameroon, de Côte d’Ivoire, du Ghana, du Mali, du Nigeria, du Senegal et du Burkina F.;  
* les multinationales membres (Arysta LS, BASF, Bayer CS, Dow AS, DuPont et Monsanto, ainsi que SCPA/SIVEX. 
* le comité exécutif (E. Bureau, Président & R. Guyer, Président Exécutif;  
* les coordinateurs de divisions et M. Dohmen (Spécialiste en Associations). 
* IFDC/MIR Plus (G. Dimithè, Coordinator du Projet et M. Atouga, 
* GTZ/Projet d’Amélioration des Conditions de Vies des Cacaoculteurs 

Les présentations et discussions qui ont suivi ont porté sur: 

* ’ Initiative CleanFarms: avec un accent particulier sur les programmes en cours relatifs à la Gestion des Emballage et le projet 
de Sécurisation de Pesticides Obsolètes. Ceci inclut l’inventaire, le stockage sécurisé, des pesticides obsolètes et déchets 
associés, la collecte pour recyclage et destruction des emballages. Il est à noter que ces actions exigent une collaboration 
public-privé et un cadre légal pour la mise dudit programme.  

 
* Protection des Données et Cadre  Global Central pour la Mise en œuvre de réglementations pour stimuler et sécuriser les 

innovations dans l’industrie de la Science de Végétaux. 

* La lutte ce crime inclut l’approche « Connaitre son Client » et l’implication 
des principaux acteurs et des et plus particulièrement ceux chargés de    
l’application des lois, Interpol qui organise un atelier en Mai à Dakar.  

 
* Stewardship au niveau régional et mondial pour maximiser les avantages et 

minister les risques liés à l’utilisation des PPPs 
 
* Communication pour l’usage approprié des messages et outils de           

communication afin de mieux véhiculer le message sur l’industrie. 
 
* KPI’s: outil important pour mesurer l’évolution et les progrès réalisés.  
 
* Préparation et Soumission de projets: références faites aux projets USAID/

ATP, et GTZ Business Services Centres (BSC), toutes visant à améliorer les 
conditions de vie des agriculteurs dans la sous-région.  

* Contrefaçons et Commerce Illicite des Pesticides ayant d’importantes      
incidences sur la sécurité sanitaire des aliments, la santé de l’homme et   
l’environnement. Les contrefaçons et le commerce illicite des pesticides sont 
de plus en plus organisés et la menace n’est pas limité seulement à la    
sous-région mais plutôt mondiale.   



�����������	
���
�
���
�������
�������� 

�

� � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � 	 � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � 	 � � 	

 � � 	 � � � � 	

� � � � 	 � 	

les@croplifeafrica.org 

���������	�
��
��������

ASP - SOUTH AFRICA 

PMU Meeting 1 April 2010 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the way forward for the implementation 
of the ASP in additional areas that would be identified. 

With regard to the establishment of a “Booking Line”, time was spent looking at 
what is already in place elsewhere and to identify the gaps needed for the local 
situation. 

Container Management 

At the request of the Container Management Project Team, a survey was undertaken to establish how 
“Seed Treatment” (ST) containers are handled in Africa. 

Contact was made with the 3 major players together with a visit to an accredited recycler. It was most   
encouraging to find that ST containers are well managed and properly recycled. 

 
Repacking of the “Limpopo and Wagtail” obsolete sto cks 

The repacking is underway of the 100 tons (approximate) of obsolete pesticides collected from the Limpopo Province under the 
pilot programme of ASP South Africa. This operation is being undertaken by Veolia at the hazardous waste site in Holfontein,   
approximately 50km from Johannesburg. This is being funded by CropLife International. 

Left: The Veolia Team responsible for the repacking operation 

Right: Obsolete stocks being repacked 

For the tendering process, the prequalification document was explained and AVCASA will detail their role and responsibilities and 
identify the areas to be prioritized for collection. 

Other points covered included a proposal by the NGO on “Monitoring and Evaluation”, the identification of “Government stocks” in 
the areas identified by AVCASA and the development of an “Industry Waste Management Plan”. 
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Study Tour to Kenya 

A “Study Tour” was arranged for CropLife Ethiopia and CropLife Tanzania to visit Kenya The main objective of the visit was to 
learn from the experiences of CropLife Kenya and the CleanFarms project. Participants were also informed  on aspects on      
association management and how to set up a poison information centre. 

The aim of the CleanFarms project is to develop a sustainable solution for obsolete stocks and empty pesticide containers.      
Activities include inventory and safeguarding, and putting measures into place to avoid any new accumulation of obstocks. The 
project started last year in Kenya, followed by Malawi, Cameroon, Ghana and Nigeria.  

The group who included representatives from the Ministry of Agriculture of both Ethiopia and Tanzania, visited the field to see how 
awareness creation among dealers and farmers is organized, how information on obsolete stocks is collected and how the safe-
guarding is organized. The main conclusions were that a CleanFarms project can only succeed when the national association has 
a strong, well functioning secretariat and if there is good collaboration with government.  

The visitors were highly impressed with the organized secretariat of CropLife Kenya, one of the few national associations in Africa 
capable of generating sufficient income to organize well structured training programs and other stewardship activities. The main 
source of funding is through their “levy system” which generates an annual income of approximately $250,000 for the association.  

Another revelation was the visit to the poison information centre at the Kenyatta National Hospital in Nairobi. CropLife Kenya took 
the initiative to set up this centre in 2008 and provides financial support to the hospital to train staff and to develop a poison chart. 
The reason for CropLife Kenya to be involved in this activity is part of their social responsibility of the industry. 

At the end of the three-day visit, the Ethiopians and Tanzanians each developed an action plan to implement some of the activities 
in their own areas that were seen in Kenya.  

Prof. Vasey Mwaja discussing obsolete pesticides with farmers 
at a coffee cooperative 

The Group during a field visit 
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Voyage d’etudes au Kenya 

A GEF Program Framework Document (PFD) has been   
developed and will be submitted in July, for approval in      
November. The Program Title is: Capacity Strengthening 
and Technical Assistance for the Implementation of 
Stockholm Convention National Implementation Plans 
(NIPs) in African Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and 
Small Islands Developing States (SIDs).  

The GEF Lead Agency is UNEP. The Other GEF Agency is 
UNIDO. 

The UNEP part of the project is being written-up by WWF. 
The project covers countries within the 3 Political              
Bodies namely, SADC, COMESA and ECOWAS, 
(approximately 30 countries) 

Requests from the countries at the 3 regional meetings which 
took place earlier this year included the following and which 
fall into the sphere of CropLife. 

* Illegal “trafficking” of pesticides (counterfeit and     
unregistered) 

* The need for Responsible Use training 

* The availability of “awareness guidelines” 

A roundtable meeting of all stakeholders will take place in    
Botswana in June , the purpose of which is for interested    
parties to get a “feel” for the project. 

This project is an opportunity for a CLAME regional          
stewardship activity. 

UNEP - WWF 

Le voyage d’études avait pour objectif d’aider les participants venus de Ethiopie et de Tanzanie à s’inspirer de l’expérience du 
Kenya sur le projet CleanFarms. De plus les participants ont été édifiés sur la gestion des associations et comment mettre en 
place un centre Antipoison.   

Le but de Clean Farms est de développer des solutions durables sur les stocks obsolètes et la gestion des emballages. Les activi-
tés incluent l’inventaire, et la sécurisation et la mise en place de mesures pour éviter de nouvelles accumulations de stocks ob-
solètes. Le projet a démarré l’année dernière au Kenya, ensuite au Malawi, Cameroon, Ghana et Nigeria.   

Le groupe qui comprenait par ailleurs des délégués de Ministère de l4agriculture de chacun des deux pays s’est rendu sur des 
exploitations pour voir comment s’organise la sensibilisation. comment se fait la collecte d’info sur les stocks obsolètes, et la sé-
curisation s’organise. 

La principale conclusion est qu’un projet CleanFarms ne peut réussir que si l’association nationale est dotée d’un secrétariat fonc-
tionnant parfaitement, et si une bonne collaboration existe avec le gouvernement. Les visiteurs étaient aussi impressionnés par la 
bonne organisation du secrétariat de CropLife Kenya qui permet de générer des fonds suffisants pour les activités de Steward-
ship, la principale source étant le système de prélèvement qui génère annuellement environ  US$250,000 pour l’association.  

Les participants ont par ailleurs visité le Centre Anti Poison de l’Hôpital National Kenyatta à Nairobi, puis développé des plans 
d’actions pour des activités similaires à celles du Kenya. 

Un document cadre du programme du GEF (Program Framework 
Document, PFD) a été développé et sera soumis en Juillet pour 
adoption en Novembre and which will be submitted in July for 
approval in November. Le programme intitulé « Renforcement  
des Capacités et Assistance Technique pour la Mise en   
Œuvre de la Convention de Stockholm et Plans Nation aux  
de Mise en Œuvre dans les Pays Africains les Moins 
Développés et Pays en Développement des Petites Ile s.  

Les agences d’exécution sont le PNUE et l’UNIDO.  

Le projet couvre les organisations régionales que sont la SADC, 
COMESA et la CEDEAO avec au total 30 pays. Les requêtes 
fautes au cours de la réunion de début d’année sont en     
adéquation avec les préoccupations de CropLife à savoir: 

* Trafic Illicite des pesticides  (contrefaits et non     
homologués) 

 
* Formation  pour Utilisation Responsible 
 
*  “Guides de Sensibilisation ” 

Une table réunissant tous les acteurs est prévue pour juin au 
Botswana pour des informations plus précises sur le projet  

�
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Arab Regional Conference on Counterfeiting and Frau d 

The League of Arab states IP Unit, in conjunction with the US Embassy Commercial Service Division and the Egyptian IP Office     
organized a conference for Arab customs authorities aimed at combating counterfeiting and illegal trade in Arab countries. 

The conference was held at the HQ of the Arab League in Cairo, Egypt on 27-28 April 2010. Participants to the conference were 
representatives of the following disciplines:  

* Customs authorities of Egypt, Jordan, UAE, Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Libya, Qatar, Morocco and Yemen 
* Council of Arab Ministers of Interior 
* Turkish and Swiss embassies and the EU resident mission 
* The private sector and NGOs amongst which was the pesticide industry , the motion picture industry, the automotive 

industry,  pharmaceuticals, IT and the electrical tools sector. 

Topics covered included:- 

* An overview of the role of Arab customs in combating fraud and counterfeiting 
* Law enforcement on border control, copyright protection and best practices in Arab countries 
* Legal framework of USA IPR border control enforcement with reference to IPR enforcement in Egypt 
* Private sector experience in the area of counterfeiting and fraud 

CropLife Egypt participated at the conference and highlighted their involvement in anti-counterfeiting and illegal trade in Egypt        
emphasising the ongoing awareness and training campaign.  These efforts were positively received leading to official requests 
placed by the USA embassy and the IPR Office to engage with the association in joint training activities and information           
exchange. 

The conference concluded with the following recommendations: 

* The establishment of IPR units at customs authorities in Arab countries 
* Development of an Arab strategy to combat counterfeits and fraud with the engagement of the private sector and 

NGOs 
* Expansion of customs authority involvement in free zones and border control points 
* To promote cooperation with international IPR organizations to boost regional cooperation 
* Activation of  information exchange among customs authorities on seized goods and preparation of a regional Blacklist 

of importers and exporters 
* Coordination and harmonization of IPR legislations among Arab countries 
* Coordination of good business practices at regional level 
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L’unité de Propriété intellectuelle (PI) de la Ligue Arabe, le Service Commercial de l’ambassade des US et le Bureau de la PI de  
l’Egypte ont organisé une conference pour les autorités do uanieres visant à combattre les contrefaçons et le commerce illicite dans 
les pays arabes.  
 
La conférence qui s’st tenue au siège de la Ligue Arabe au Caire du 27 au 28 Avril 2010 a enregietré laparticipation des représentant 
les :  
*   Douanes d’Egypte, Jordanie, EAU, Tunisie, Saoudite Arabie, Soudan, Syrie, Lybie, Qatar, Maroc et Yémen 
 
*   Conseil Arabe des  Ministres de l’Intérieur 
 
*  Ambassades de Turquie et de Suisse et le représentant résident de l’UE  
 
*  ONGs, le secteur privé comprenant l’industrie des pesticides l’industrie du film, la pharmacie….  
 
Les sujets débattus portaient sur:  
 
*  Aperçu sur l e rôle des douanes arabes pour combattre la fraude et contrefaçon  
 
* Application de la loi aux frontières, protection des droits d’auteurs et bonnes pratiques dans les pays arabes 
 
* Cadre légal d’application du contrôle aux frontières de l’IPR USA  avec référence à l’application en Egypte 
 
*  Expérience du secteur privé dans le domaine de la contrefaçons et fraude  
 
CropLife Egypte a participé à la conférence et relevé son implication dans l’Anti-contrefaçon et Commerce Illicite en Egypte 
 
Les recommandations suivantes ont été faites: 
 
* Etablissement d’unités IPR dans les services douaniers des pays arabes ;  
* Développement d’une  stratégie arabe pour combattre les contrefaçons et fraudes avec implication du secteur privé et ONGs;  
* Extension des activités douanières aux zones franches et points de contrôle aux frontières; 
* Promotion de la coopération avec les organisations internationales de PI pour booster la coopération régionale; 
* Activation du système d’échange d’information entre les autorités douanières sur les produits saisis et préparation de Liste 

Noire d’importateurs et exportateurs;  
* Coordination and harmonisation de législations PI entre les pays arabes;   
* Coordination de bonnes pratiques commerciales au niveau régional  

Arab Regional Conference on the efforts of the Arab Customs Authority Combating Fraud and Counterfeiting  

Conférence Régionale Arabe sur la on Contrefaçon et  Fraude 
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Discussion on counterfeiting and illegal trade 
 
Following the contribution of CropLife Egypt at the Alexandria Pesticide Symposium, the faculty of Agriculture of Ain Shams     
University invited Dr. Said Abdella of CropLife Egypt for a round table discussion on the issue of counterfeiting and illegal trade of 
Pesticides in Egypt. 

Following the presentations and discussions with the 50 participants including professors, post-graduates and under-graduates, 
the conclusion emphasised  the need to continue educating different audiences and disciplines in order to highlight the damage 
caused by counterfeiters to the society, agricultural sector and the environment. 

This event represents a continuation of CropLife Egypt’s anti-counterfeiting campaign that started in 2009 and covered several 
sectors in Egypt.  

The anti-counterfeiting activities reached significant importance in Egypt in view of the growing problem in the country.  It is worth 
noting that Egypt’s trade with China was in the region of 6 billion dollars in 2009 covering a wide variety of goods.  It is estimated 
that 30% of goods imported from China are either of poor quality or enter the country with fraudulent shipping documents.  

 

Round table discussion on counterfeiting at Ain Shams University  

 New Amendment of Pesticide Registration Legislatio n in Jordan  

Mahmoud Altabaishi - Chairman 
AMATPA 

 

After extensive lobbying with the agricultural authorities, the Jordanian national association 
(AMATPA) succeeded in obtaining the issuing of an important amendment to the Pesticides    
Registration Legislation.  The amendment stipulates that all registrants, importers and formulators 
of pesticides are required to become members of the national association (AMATPA) as a pre-
requisite to dealing in pesticides. 

 

This amendment became effective on 1 March, 2010 and will bring with it approximately 150 new 
members to the association.  The new membership will raise approximately $20,000 in              
membership fees as well as a further $20,000 in additional funds to the association. 

 

Chairman of AMATPA, Mr. Mahmoud Altabaishi, said that the association will start levying        
contributions in  2011.  The annual funding will now be in the region of $30,000 and will enable 
AMATPA to become more self-sustainable and expand its activities. 
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CropLife Kenya “Safe Use of Pesticides” Training Au dit - 2009/2010 

Training is a key and visible element of the pesticide industry stewardship efforts. In order to establish the status of the                   
implementation of the agrochemical industry and FAO Code of Conduct, CropLife Kenya commissioned an audit on its training 
programs.  The results of this audit facilitated in the development of the industry intervention programs to deliver the information to 
farmers, stockists/agro-input dealers and extension personnel. The purpose of the audit was to empower the pesticide industry 
and key stakeholders to identify sustainable methods of training for the pesticide industry.  The audit sought to provide information 
that will be used to provide programs that will evaluate and adapt ‘Novel Approaches’ to safe and effective use of pesticides 
strategies for Kenya.  

The audit, commissioned by CropLife Kenya completed in collaboration with the Interdepartmental Committee on Training (IDCT) 
mandated by the Ministry of Agriculture to bring together all training institutions together for purposes of planning, monitoring and 
evaluating training’s in Kenya. 

The Audit was performed during April - October 2009 and was done through visits and interviews by a group of 6 interviewers who 
visited 17 out of 47 districts selected for the audit. For the remaining 30 districts, the information was collected by government 
extension officers through interviews and visits to the farmers. The audit covered 819 farmers, 388 agro-dealers representing 388 
shops and 91 extension officers drawn from seven provinces namely Nyanza, Western, Rift Valley, Nairobi, Coast, Eastern and 
Central.  

The objective of the training audit was:  

(1) To determine the impact of safe use of pesticides training in Kenya 

(2) To determine relevance of the safe use of pesticides training 

(3) To establish the impact of industry funding of the safe use training  

(4) To identify new training approaches and strategies 

(5) To determine the relevance of training to specific target groups 

Results of the audit were released and presented to the Interdepartmental Committee on Training in March 2010.  

Results & Recommendations 

The safe use training for farmers, stockists and agricultural extension staff has shown the need to review and strengthen the   
industry training programs.  Even though the present training approach has achieved the objectives of the industry, the changing 
social and economic climate calls for innovative approaches so as to remain relevant. CropLife Kenya is in the process of    
launching its first 10 Year Strategic Plan (2010-2020) in line with Government’s Agricultural Sector Development  Strategy. In view 
of this the following areas of the safe use training are required to be addressed for the future trainings to remain relevant.   

1. Safe Use Training Organization 

CropLife Kenya needed to review current coordination of safe use training performed through extension services. The report also 
noted the significance and importance of member companies in training and the greater need of involving member companies. 

2. Safe Use of Pesticides, Trainers 

There was need for the Industry to develop its own team of trainers in each region of the country to complement the current    
trainers from the extension services. The extension service was key in farmer training. CropLife Kenya should develop its own 
team of trainers and also organize special training’s in specific areas of safe use which needed further emphasis e.g. Sprayers 
and Spraying skills. 

3. Safe Use Training Supervision 

The audit noted that CropLife Kenya should update current Monitoring and Evaluation tools and strategy and ensure                      
implementation. 

4. Identity of CropLife of Kenya 

CropLife Kenya needs to position itself as a key training institution, since most training interventions, although funded and        
coordinated by CropLife Kenya is seen as secondary to the Ministry of Agriculture who carries out the training. This could be 
achieved through rebranding and with effort by member companies to incorporate the industry logo on promotional materials and 
advertisements. CropLife Kenya should only provide branded training materials to members.  
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Contributors: 

Ali Mohamed Ali (North Africa Middle East)  ali@croplifeafrica.org 

Bama Octave Yao (West-Central Africa)      bama@croplifeafrica.org 
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5. Funding of Training Programs 

CropLife Kenya needed to establish an alternative source of funds through co-funding, collaborative activities and outsourcing 
elements. 

6. Training Curriculum 

The current training curriculum focused on no major issues and simply linked all aspects of safe use. The curriculum needed   
updating to include current market demands. 

7. Role of Agrochemical Companies 

CropLife Kenya needed to recognize the company members as core funders of outreach and to utilize these members in training 
support and empowerment. 

Article compiled by Evelyn Luzenaka - CropLife Kenya 


