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Hub and Regulatory Workshop: North Africa & Middle East - Dubai  

29 / 30 October  2013  

A large group of industry, regulatory and business colleagues from 

North Africa Middle Eastern countries, met in Dubai on October 29-30 

for the annual Hub and Regulatory meeting 2013. It was most       

encouraging that a large number of the regulatory bodies participated. 

In addition to industry and government representation, 2 experts    

attended from BirdLife International who brought a new dimension of 

product stewardship to the group. In the combined opening session, 

the importance of well-managed regulatory systems and the          

enforcement thereof across the region, was emphasized by Dr.    

Bernhard Johnen, Emeritus Director of Regulatory Affairs of CropLife    

International. Bernhard then went on to present the Stewardship Key 

Note Address, based on the updated Stewardship Vision 2020. The 

experts from BirdLife presented on the most important ñflyways for 

Soaring Migratory Birdsò (gliders) across the Middle East, down to the 

Rift Valley and their potential exposure to inadequate agricultural 

practices and pesticide use.  

The regulatory session reviewed the previous work undertaken based 

on the Principles of Regulation (POR) project and completed the ñGap 

Analysisò for the Maghreb and Middle Eastern countries. In these   

sessions an action program was developed for the two country groups 

on how to close the identified weaknesses and to improve on their   

current regulatory systems to compare more favorably with best    

international regulatory standards. 

In the hub meeting the topic of the ñmigratory soaring birdsò was    

further explored in a very lively group session that revealed a lot of 

highly valuable information and facts for the envisaged project by 

BirdLife International. The stewardship discussion then introduced the 

recently added topic of ñResistance Managementñ based on          

respective recommendations made by the international ñRACòs 

(Resistance Action Committees). The most important hot spots with 

real or perceived resistance in the region were collected and these will 

be prioritized for further follow up in the future. Finally each country 

association presented their national activity report and action plans for 

2014. It was in this session at which meeting participants really     

became aware of the extremely difficult situation that prevails in many 

countries of the Arab Spring. For many national associations and   

pesticide companies, it is extremely difficult or near impossible to   

implement their national CropLife action plans. The current political 

situation also explains why some country colleagues were unable to 

attend the 2013 meeting. 

Ali Saadalla who assisted in putting the meeting together 

Bassam Mosameh of CropLife UAE who hosted the meeting  Rudolf Guyer 
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Ibraham Al Hasani and Symone Krimowa of BirdLife International 

Left: Eng. Othaiba ALQaidi, Director of Chemical & Hazardous Waste 
Department, Ministry of Environment and Water ï UAE, who officially 
opened the meeting 
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Stewardship  

Container Management Project Team Meeting - Brussels  

On 2 October the Container Management Project Team met in Brussels and the following key points emerged from this: 

Detlef Doehnert presented an update on global numbers on collection volumes. This document was later refined further 

for the Stewardship Meeting in Raleigh. 

Feedback from the regions on ñAccomplishments 2013ò was given and in the case of CLAME, Morocco was identified as 

the key country on which to focus for a Container Management Scheme. An action plan was developed and which will 

be steered by Les Hillowitz. The move towards implementing a ñcoachingò approach was accepted for Developing   

Countries with an objective of embracing two countries per year.  

Details on the promotion of a non-hazardous classification in the EU were presented. 

The template developed by Cam Davreux covering audit protocols was discussed and endorsed. 

The draft policy on ñComplianceò was accepted in principle but requires some refinement. 

On communications, two ñTriple Rinsingò videos are currently under development, one from ECPA and the second in 

Latin America. Both are expected to be available before year-end. 

It was agreed that a ñCrises Communications Planò should be developed in the event of a serious mishap in the        

collection and recycling of empty pesticide containers. Cam Davreux will develop and circulate a template for such a 

plan. 

Planning for the 2014 face-to-face meetings will include one meeting of the CMPT to coincide with the Stewardship 

Meeting and a second during week 6 October that will include country managers. 

Les Hillowitz 

Participants at the Container Management Project Team meeting 
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CropLife Africa Middle East: Training Materials Reviewed  

All the training materials of CropLife Africa Middle East 

were reviewed during an intensive week that took place in 

Lusaka, Zambia from 14-18 October. The three regional 

trainers (Herman Louw from Namibia, Evelyn Lusenaka 

from Kenya and Perry Ngoma from Zambia) and the     

Training Coordinator, Manon Dohmen, participated at the 

meeting. 

At the moment CropLife Africa Middle East has the        

following training manuals: 

Safe and responsible use of pesticides for agro-input 

dealers and farmers 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 

Counterfeit and illegal pesticides for custom officers 

Spray Service Providers (SSPôs) 

Spray Service Providers (SSPôs) for cocoa 

During the meeting all topics of these documents were   

updated and gaps identified. Four new topics on resistance 

management were added to the safe and responsible use 

manual, and ideas for posters and other training aids were 

developed. In addition, a strategy covering ñimpact        

assessmentò was finalized and forms to measure this, in the 

field were developed and will be field-tested during the next 

6 months. The group agreed to adapt the SSP manual to 

other crops, including maize.  

The updated training manuals will be placed in separate 

folders in DropBox and national associations will be given 

access in order to make the manuals accessible to all    

trainers. 

Manon Dohmen 

L-R, Evelyn Lusenaka, Manon Dohmen, Herman Louw and Perry Ngoma  

The Group Hard at Work 
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IPM & Responsible Use Project Team & Stewardship Meetings  

Raleigh, North Carolina 22 ï 23 October  

The Project Teams covering both IPM & Responsible Use and Stewardship, met in Raleigh on 22 and 23 October and at which 

the following key points were covered: 

The drafting of the CCP / Biotech ñResistance Management Farmer Training Module(s) should be available by year-end.  

The ñBrown Plant Hopperò IPM project in Vietnam with partners, has been delayed into the New Year. 

The development of stewardship posters has progressed favourably with the following currently available: 

9 Steps of Responsible Use 

Triple Rinse 

Sprayer Maintenance (knapsack) ï ñsprayer maintenance of mistblowersò to be addressed in the New Year. 

PPE 

The draft ñRead the Labelò poster was reviewed and it was agreed to simplify this. The next poster to be developed will 

be ñPesticide Storageò 

On AgLearn, the current text has been checked and updated by the NRI. The new platform will be on the CropLife Asia 

website shortly. 

CropLife Latin Americaôs responsible use videos will be translated into English and should be available on the CLI      

website in the next few weeks. 

On communications materials, enormous strides have been made with the ñAdoni Projectò leading the way. The first 

Stewardship Newsletter was issued and CLAME was asked to circulate this to recipients of the Monthly Newsletter. 

On Impact Measurement, the guidelines have been refined so that the results can be entered into a database. These 

new guidelines will be available by year-end. 

Two important areas were addressed, namely;  

How to increase impact 

How to increase (strategic) partnerships. 

 A sub-team was formed to take this further. 

The Code of Conduct communications material will be finalized once the E-learning has been updated. Other               

communication materials covering the ñObstocks leafletò and ñSeed Treatment Guidelinesò are under development. 

Most important for CropLife Africa Middle East is that the SSP concept has been recognized as an important tool 

in both Responsible Use and Stewardship practices.  

Participants at the Meeting 

Les Hillowitz 
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Spray Services Provider Programme - Cameroon  

On October 09, member companies of CropLife Cameroon and 

a delegation of CropLife AME met in Douala, Cameroon to    

update participants on the implementation of SSP Cameroon.  

A brief summary was provided on the objectives and expected 

outcomes at regional and country levels.  

The presentation by the country coordinator, G. Etoundi focused 

on:  

The sensitization of farmers and major stakeholders   

covering their implication in the project. The major farmer 

organization, CONAPROCAM and the Support Project 

for Fungi Control in the Cocoa and Coffee Sub Sector 

(SSPFC 2C) are important allies in this initiative.  

The organization of the training for the 15 SSP trainers in 

August, now provides a total of 71 trainers at end      

September, reaching 71% of the target for this specific 

indicator.   

The upcoming training sessions of SSPôs and the      

effective farm-spraying program. 

Specific challenges were presented and discussed with 

guidance provided for  successful implementation.  

Bama Yao 

Participants representing member companies of CropLife Cameroon pay attention to the smooth progress of the SSP project as indicated by the 

national coordinator.  
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Meeting with the Pesticides Regulatory Authorities: Yaound® - Cameroon  

Regulatory  

On October 08, representatives from CropLife met with the Department of Regulations and Quality Control of Agricultural     

Products and Inputs (Direction des R®glementations et du Contr¹le de Qualit® des Produits et Intrants Agricoles, DRCQPIA) in 

Yaound®, Cameroon. 

CropLife AME arranged the meeting as a courtesy visit to the newly appointed director and as a follow-up to the new             

requirements for pesticide packaging as per the circular letter issued on March 26 and their later response. The overall goal of 

the mission was to explain the difficulties such requirements represent for this rather small market and therefore to request the 

authorities to reconsider these requirements. Following the discussions it was agreed that the industry would propose some 

alternatives to the circulated requirements that were primarily developed to combat the illegal trade of pesticides. The DRCQPIA 

agreed to take necessary action to ensure that the upcoming supplies will be cleared smoothly by the customs and SGS        

services. 

M. Francis Leku, DRCQPIA and Rudolf Guyer, leading the two delegations 

New Registrar - Uganda  

Within the last three months there was a restructuring 

of MAAIF with regard to the management of pesticide 

regulations. The department was split and Michael 

Odong promoted to the position of Assistant          

Commissioner, Agricultural Chemical Regulations. He 

is now officially the new Registrar. 
Les Hillowitz 

Bama Yao 

Michael Odong 



Representing the Plant Science Industry 

 

CropLi fe Af r ica Middle East Newslet ter  Number  96  
November  2013  

Page 8 

Pesticide Regulations in Cameroon and Central Africa: (CEMAC -CPAC) 

Pursuing the meetings on their agenda the delegation of CropLife AME 

met with new CEMAC-CPAC team. The purpose of the meeting was to 

re-establish links and to discuss the implementation of the regional 

regulations. The discussions covered:  

The new organisation chart has a position of Director General, 

and that of a Scientific Director to assist the Director General in 

handling all issues related to pesticide regulations and registra-

tion. The position of permanent secretary has been removed.  

Links to the two research institutions in Cameroon (CARBAP in 

banana and IRAD the national research service) for preparation 

of protocols for bio-efficacy studies.  

The needs to improve the studies for the dossier study as well as 

the application form. CropLife AME will provide guidance and 

support for the development of the label and suggestions for 

reasonable registration fees.   

CropLife AME undertook to contact COLEACP on advocacy and 

the lobbying for the full implication and involvement of Cameroon 

in the CEMAC-CPAC framework. 

Bama Yao 

Group photo of participants representing CEMAC-CPAC, CropLife AME and CropLife Cameroon 
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Anti -counterfeiting Training Workshop: C¹te dôIvoire  

Anti Counterfeiting  

A total of 31 participants comprising 16        

customs officers and 12 officers from the     

Ministry of Agriculture, all operating in the 

south-eastern region of C¹te dôIvoire received 

training on 23 October, in Aboisso. This region 

is the main trade route between C¹te dôIvoire 

and Ghana and illegal pesticides form part of 

such cross border trade.  

The Director of the Crop Protection Department 

and Director of External Affairs of the Ministry 

of Agriculture participated in the workshop. 

The delegation from the Ministry of Agriculture 

fully participated in the session as well as the  

Regional Director of Customs Services. 

All participants received a copy of the course 

and presentations and of the pesticides       

decrees. An updated list of registered           

pesticides will be provided frequently to ensure 

that only authorized products can circulate on 

the market  

Officers and agents from the Customs Services and the Ministry of Agriculture were     
presented certificates for their valuable participation and commitment in the fight against 
the illegal trade of pesticides in the South East region.  

Bama Yao 
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Anti -counterfeiting Flagship Project: Cameroon  

The delegation from CropLife AME also met with member companies of CropLife Cameroon in Douala, Cameroon on               

9 October to discuss the Anti-counterfeit Flagship Project. 

Rudolf Guyer explained the decision taken by the Board covering the project, the concept approach and implementation     

process, based on the Egyptian model. This led to discussion on the formation of a steering committee, the participation of 

member companies, the implications for other stakeholders in the baseline study, the communications plan and  budget related 

issues.  

The steering committee to be considered will be made up of the regular Anti-counterfeiting project team with participation of 

representatives of DuPont and of Syngenta. DuPont will chair the committee. CropLife Cameroon will contact the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Rural Development (MINADER) and the DRCQPIA for their involvement.  
Bama Yao 

Rudolf Guyer (L) explaining the Anti-counterfeiting Flagship Project to the President of CropLife Cameroon, H. Fosso (R) and members   
companies of CropLife Cameroon.  
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CropLife Tanzania: Association Management Training  

Association Management  

A workshop on Association Management was organized on 9 and 10 October 2013 at the Kibo Palace Hotel, Arusha, Tanzania. 

Participation included 29 representatives from member, or potential member companies and 3 partner organizations. Manon 

Dohmen and Les Hillowitz facilitated the program.  

A SWOT analysis was developed in which the group listed the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats of CropLife 

Tanzania. 

Currently CropLife Tanzania is involved in few activities for historical reasons but are enthusiastic to start-up in the following: 

An empty container management project 

Anti-counterfeiting activities 

A Spray Service Provider (SSP) project 

The issue of financial sustainability and partnerships was covered in some detail leading to the development of an agreed   

action plan. 

All agreed that the workshop was long overdue and needed to get CropLife Tanzania into a more favourable position for the 

foreseeable future. 
Les Hillowitz 

Ms. Epiphania Kimaro, Director 
General, TPRI, Ministry of     
Agriculture and Food Security 

Group Photo 
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CropLife Uganda: Meetings with Potential Partners for projects such as an SSP and IPM / 

RU programs: 14 ï 15 October  

aBi Trust  

Representing aBi Trust were:  

James A Byekwaso, Chief Manager Value Chains 

Harriet Nsubuga Mpanga, Market Development 

Specialist 

The success of the earlier joint anti-counterfeiting project 

was acknowledged. They are keen to explore the       

possibility of an SSP project in coffee in the Central   

Region and CLAME was requested to develop a       

Concept Note. 

L-R, Bama Yao, Betty Atto, James Byekwaso, Harriet Mpanga, 

Stephen Matovu 

Les Hillowitz 

Uganda Coffee Federation  

Representing the Uganda Coffee Federation were: 

Betty Namwagala, Executive Director 

Samson Emong, Program Manager 

The salient points that emerged from the discussions were: 

They believe that an SSP program could work in coffee. For this they would like to partner with aBi Trust. 

The input sector is not adequately regulated which lends itself towards such a project. 

There are fundamental gaps in the existing training programs and assistance is required which an SSP project could 

address. 

The Central Region, which would be the target area for a potential project has some specific technical issues covering 

both pest and fungal areas. 

They have 40 members of which 20 are exporters and of this number 10 are responsible for 85% of all coffee exports.  

The four key certification agencies are: UTZ, Common Code for Coffee Communities (4côs), Rainforest and Fairtrade. 


